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The Commonweal Speakers Program is made possible 

thanks to a generous gift from James H. Duffy 

 

 

Fr. Gabriel Richard was one of the co-founders of the  

University of Michigan as well as pioneer priest,  

educator and statesman. The Fr. Gabriel Richard  

Lectures, named for him, are designed to help students 

and community members enrich their understanding of 

the Catholic faith.  Distinguished speakers share their 

insights on prayer, moral life, social justice and  

contemporary  theological issues. The bell, currently in 

St. Mary’s courtyard, is believed to have been used by 

Fr. Richard to call children to his school near Detroit. 
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CALLING US TO EXAMINCALLING US TO EXAMINE CURRENT E CURRENT   

ISSUES IN LIGHT OF OUR FAITHISSUES IN LIGHT OF OUR FAITH  

2009 - 2010 

Thursday, March 18, 2010 

Women and the Church 

Melinda Henneberger 

Author and Journalist 

7:30 pm, St. Mary Student Parish 

Thursday, February 18, 2010 

Meteorites, Asteroids and  

the Structure of the Solar Nebula 

Br. Guy Consolmagno, S.J., Ph.D. 

Astronomer, Vatican Observatory 

4:00 pm, 807 Dennison 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Can Ethics Really Be Taught? 

Carolyn Woo, Ph.D. 

Dean of Mendoza College, University of Notre Dame 

4:30 pm, R1230, Ross School of Business 

Thursday, November 12, 2009 

Addressing Poverty in Troubled Times: 

the U.S., North America, and the World 

Mary Jo Bane, Ph.D. 

Academic Dean, Harvard Kennedy School 

4:00 pm, Educational Conference Center,  

School of Social Work 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

What Happened at Vatican II?  

The Author Comments 

Rev. John O’ Malley, S.J., Ph.D. 

Professor, Georgetown University 

7:30 pm, St. Mary Student Parish 



 

 

 

 

 

John O’Malley, S.J., Ph.D.        What Happened at Vatican II? The Author Comments 
 

John W. O'Malley, S.J., is Professor of Theology at Georgetown University.  One of the most respected and widely recognized church historians in North America, he 

has held a number of prestigious fellowships including ones from the Guggenheim Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities. His books have won 

major prizes, and his best known work, The First Jesuits, has been translated into ten languages. Fr. O'Malley’s research interest is the councils of the Christian church, 

with special attention to the Council of Trent and the Second Vatican Council. His latest book, What Happened at Vatican II, was published in 2008. Fr. O'Malley 

received his doctorate in history from Harvard University and has taught and lectured at a number of institutions, including Harvard and Oxford. 

 

   Carolyn Woo, Ph.D.         Can Ethics Really Be Taught? 
 

Carolyn Y. Woo is the Martin J. Gillen Dean of the Mendoza College of Business and the Ray and Milann Siegfried Chair in Entrepreneurial Studies at the University of 

Notre Dame.  Dean Woo's specific interests include strategic management entrepreneurship, technological innovation and organizational change. She has served on 

editorial boards for numerous publications, and has engaged in consulting for a number of corporate and other organizations. She serves on the boards of three Fortune 

400 companies and was elected to the Board of Governors of Beta Gamma Sigma and to the International Association for Management Education, the accreditation 

association for business schools. Dr. Woo received her Ph.D. from Purdue University. She is married to David E. Bartkus and they have two sons.  

Co-Sponsored By:  Center for Ethics in Public Life, Ross School of Business 

Mary Jo Bane, Ph.D.      Addressing Poverty in Troubled Times: the U.S., North America, and the World 
   

Mary Jo Bane is the Thornton Bradshaw Professor of Public Policy and Management, Academic Dean, and Chair of the Management and Leadership area at Harvard 

Kennedy School. Previously, Dr. Bane was Assistant Secretary for Children and Families at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and she was 

Commissioner of the New York State Department of Social Services. She is the author of a number of books and articles on poverty, welfare, families, and the role of 

churches in civic life. She is currently doing research on poverty in the United States and international context. Dr. Bane received her Doctor of Education from Harvard 

University. She lives in Dorchester, Massachusetts, with her husband, Kenneth Winston, and enjoys hiking, gardening, and reading novels. 

Co-Sponsored By:  Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, School of Social Work 

   Guy Consolmagno, S.J., Ph.D.    Meteorites, Asteroids and the Structure of the Solar Nebula 
        

Dr. Consolmagno is curator of the Vatican meteorite collection in Castel Gandolfo, one of the largest collections in the world.  He received his B.S. and M.S. degrees 

in Earth and Planetary Sciences from MIT, and his Ph.D. in Planetary Science from the University of Arizona. Dr. Consolmagno’s research explores the connections 

between meteorites and asteroids, and the origin and evolution of small bodies in the solar system. He has coauthored five astronomy books: Turn Left at Orion (with 

Dan M. Davis; Cambridge University Press, 1989); Worlds Apart (with Martha W. Schaefer; Prentice Hall, 1993); The Way to the Dwelling of Light (University of 

Notre Dame Press, 1998); Brother Astronomer (McGraw Hill, 2000); and God's Mechanics (Jossey-Bass, 2007). 

Co-Sponsored By:  Department of Astronomy 

Melinda Henneberger             Women and the Church  
 

Melinda Henneberger is a columnist for Commonweal magazine. Previously, Ms. Henneberger was a reporter for The New York Times and a contributing editor for 

Newsweek magazine. She is the author of If They Only Listened to Us: What Women Voters Want Politicians to Hear. She lives with her husband and their two 

children outside Washington, D.C. 

 

Co-Sponsored By: Commonweal  magazine 
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